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Brothers and sisters choose Sarnia waterfront
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Brothers (and sisters!) choose to retire on Sarnia’s waterfront

Sarnia, ON (June 18, 2010) – After sampling the lifestyles of communities around the world for much of their professional careers, two brothers happily chose neighbouring condominiums on Sarnia’s waterfront as home for their retirement.

Fouad Younan and Adel Amin, Egyptian-born brothers, readily acknowledge they could have retired to any number of locations around the globe. But, a strong bond between the siblings, which has had a substantial influence on their lives, ultimately guided their decisions to each purchase a suite in First Sarnia Place along the city’s downtown waterfront.

During their professional careers – Fouad worked for an international oil and gas corporation and Adel consulted with a global technologies firm, the brothers travelled to a wide variety of locations, on virtually every continent between the earth’s poles.
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But, regardless of their varied work locations, the brothers always kept in constant contact with each other. 

In fact, while based in Montreal some 30 years ago, Fouad met and married Danielle. Through his frequent visits to their home from his residence at the time in New York State, Adel met and married Danielle’s sister, Michelle. “We’ve always said that wherever we moved, they would follow,” said Danielle, smiling with obvious affection towards her sister and brother-in-law.

Following a business assignment in Saudi Arabia, Fouad’s work brought him to Sarnia, where he and Danielle settled in Bright’s Grove and raised their family.

At that time during the mid-1980s, Adel and Michelle were living in Egypt. His work required him to travel extensively, eventually introducing him to the attractions and lifestyles of more than 130 countries in many parts of the world. Despite being constantly on the move, he and Michelle stayed in close touch with Fouad and Danielle and visited as often as their schedules allowed.

Recounting their circumstances, Adel noted that Michelle had always wanted them to return to live in Canada. “I told her that when I reached the age of 45, I would quit the corporate world and try to make her wish come true… she never believed me,” he said, prompting a chuckle from Michelle.

But, on the very day of his self-marked, milestone birthday, Adel resigned from his job. Shortly after, they moved to a house in Bright’s Grove, which they had chosen for their family during previous visits with Fouad and Danielle. Although mostly retired, Adel maintains his interest in the import-export and investment property enterprises he started after moving to Sarnia.
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It didn’t take long after their arrival for both couples to discover the secrets of why Sarnians consider their community a great place in which to live.

“People here are very warm,” said Michelle matter-of-factly. 

 “If you go anywhere, people will say ‘hi’ to you,” she said. “We’ve had friends from Quebec visit and they’ll come back from a walk asking if it’s normal to be greeted by people who don’t even know them. But, this is just something people in Sarnia do – they are very friendly.”

Compared to other locations where they’ve lived, both couples have found Sarnia to be very safe for their families. Having lived in large, busy cities, as well as very small, quiet settlements, Fouad has concluded that Sarnia is just the right size. “Everything we need is around here. It’s also close to the states, plus, work-wise, it was the ideal place to be in.”

While of similar minds on many matters, each of the couples approached retirement differently.

In the years immediately preceding his recent retirement, Fouad had taken on consulting work for several international companies. He found himself away on business frequently, first travelling to California and then to Texas. When he was home, he would often share with Danielle his growing interest in local apartments geared towards retirees, suggesting they might want to investigate them further. 

“I could sense that he wanted to move to something smaller,” said Danielle. “He knew that many times while he was away I was stuck doing things around the house by myself. In the end, I think we were both ready for a change,” she acknowledged.
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Danielle joined Fouad’s hunt for smaller living accommodations, choosing to stick to the local area. After stops at three or four possible locations in the city, she visited the waterfront condominiums at First Sarnia Place. They agreed that a two-bedroom suite fitted their needs perfectly, “and she loves to see the water,” added Fouad, referring to the expansive view of the St. Clair River that is a predominant attraction of the luxury suites. “That was the real reason for moving here.”

In contrast to Fouad’s and Danielle’s extended investigations, Michelle and Adel had not given any thought to the idea of moving out of their home. “We didn’t think about downsizing at retirement and moving to a smaller house, or a condo. We didn’t spend six months thinking about it,” Michelle explained and then quickly added, “It happened overnight,” causing both couples to break into laughter.

Through the rapid turn of events, it’s not quite clear what finally pushed Adel and Michelle to sell their home and move immediately into one of First Sarnia Place’s three penthouse suites. Michelle indicated that she and Adel found the furnished suites that they had been shown to be very appealing. However, Danielle suggested that her persuasive encouragement to have both couples living in the same building might have also figured prominently in the final decision.

Regardless of what ultimately tipped the scales, the four agree that they never get tired of their front row views of the St. Clair River and local waterfront. 

“Where else could you find a view of the water like this, and overlooking another country? There are few other places like it,” said Michelle. “Every day, the view of the river is different,” offered Adel, to which Fouad added, “The more we live here, the more we enjoy it.”
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Their comments prompted further discussion about the recent sunsets they’ve experienced – which they claim are the most beautiful in the world, and the flowers along the nearby city park walks that they enjoy – without gardening, or maintenance required on their parts.

From a practical perspective, Adel pointed out that his fuel costs have been cut in half, since relocating to downtown Sarnia. “Where we once had to get in the car and drive everywhere, most times now we can walk,” he said. The others agreed, pointing to their close proximity to a variety of destinations, including various shops, the hospital, banks and entertainment venues. They’re hoping that the increasing number of people living in downtown Sarnia will encourage more merchants, including a full-service grocer, to also move there.

Now, the brothers and sisters share each other’s company almost daily. As an added pleasure, they have children and grandchildren also living in the community.

Contrary to earlier times, the brothers have to travel only a short elevator ride between their suites to enjoy their regular games of backgammon. “That’s retirement for you,” said Fouad, showing considerable satisfaction.

So, could the level of comfort that the four enjoy together have been greater, if they had chosen to retire in a location other than Sarnia – possibly one of the more exotic settings in Europe, the United States, or South America, where they have previously lived, or visited?

Responding quickly, Adel stated that they simply love Sarnia. He is convinced that their current circumstances are the result of something much greater than a happy coincidence.
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 “There is God’s plan in it, in many ways,” he said. “You feel like you are almost being pushed in a certain direction, in peace, and you don’t feel troubled about it. We have found a peaceful place in Sarnia. That’s why we’re settled here.”

First Sarnia Place, on the waterfront at 201 Front Street North, Sarnia, Ontario, is owned and managed by Seaway Centre Sarnia, a division of Gilvesy Enterprises Inc. The company’s senior representative, John G. Gilvesy, P.Eng., is president of Gilvesy Enterprises Inc. and has extensive experience in real estate, development, construction and property management. The Gilvesy group of companies, which also includes Riverdance Holdings Inc., Gentrac Building Corporation and Permterra Development Corporation, has been involved in several prominent local projects, most notably the original development and construction of First Sarnia Place and the restorations of Sarnia’s Lawrence House and Victoria Playhouse Petrolia. 

Mel Inch is a seasoned and respected realtor in Sarnia-Lambton. He is the sales manager for First Sarnia Place’s luxury waterfront condominiums.
# # #




